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Abstract

Assessing the Role of the Four Major Power
in the Future df Korean Unification

Kang, Seok Seung
(Director of the Intitute for 21C Security Strategies—Korea)

4 )

When discussing issues related to the unification of North and South Korea,
one crucial variable that can never be overlooked is the policies of the four
surrounding major powers toward the Korean Peninsula. Therefore, this
study seeks to infer under what policy frameworks these “four surrounding
countries,” which hold significant interests in the Korean Peninsula where
the two Koreas coexist within the international and regional order, have
formulated and pursued their policies toward the Peninsula to maximize their
own national interests, and what policies they are likely to pursue in the future
regarding “the day of Korean unification.”

The Korean Peninsula policies of these four countries are determined in a
highly careful and future-oriented manner, taking into account their respective
national ideologies, values, and various circumstances that serve to enhance
their national interests.

Among the countries involved in the unification of the Korean Peninsula, the
United States will undoubtedly play the most crucial role. Conversely, China
can be considered the greatest obstacle. To accelerate unification, we must
be prepared-starting now-to persuade the U.S. Trump administration with
data-driven arguments that Korean unification could present a major strategic
opportunity for advancing long-term U.S. national interests. It is also extremely
important to send signals to Japan and Russia that they, too, can achieve
political and economic stability and a soft-landing of their economies.

Although the major variables for these four surrounding powers may change
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to some extent depending on the time and geopolitical circumstances, the core
variables are unlikely to change significantly. This is because, regarding Korean
unification, Russia and Japan are expected to pursue national development
through strategic and economic benefits, whereas China may strongly oppose
unification, as the loss of North Korea as a strategic buffer zone-and the
possibility of U.S. troops stationed on the Peninsula moving closer to China's
border-could be perceived by China as a direct threat.

Ultimately, Korean unification is impossible without the active cooperation
of the four surrounding countries. However, if the United States takes an active
stance, it is difficult to completely rule out the possibility of unification. To this
end, South Korea must strengthen the ROK-U.S. alliance, improve Korea-Japan
relations to sustain the Korea-U.S.-Japan trilateral cooperation framework, and
at the same time, continue efforts to improve relations with China and Russia.
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